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Introduction
Almost 200 prominent Chinese and German policymakers
and practitioners came together in Beijing, China on June 6,
2018, for the Sino-German Dialogue Forum on Environment
and Climate Change: Exploring Solutions in Urban Solid Waste
Management. Joined by experts from academia, financial
institutions, civil society and the private sector, they discussed
innovative approaches to urban solid waste management.
The conference was the seventh Sino-German Dialogue
Forum, highlighting the long-standing cooperation between
the two countries. The forum was co-hosted by the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ) and the Chinese Ministry of Finance (MoF), and
implemented by KfW Development Bank. The event also
received generous support from the Chinese National
Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany in Beijing, the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and
the Delegation of the European Union to China.

The conference began with welcoming remarks, opening
speeches and a keynote speech. The program was then
divided into four thematic sessions which were complemented by a moderated panel discussion. In the first
session, speakers examined the challenges and opportunities of using waste as a resource, while the second session
explored options for leveraging the private sector’s role
through public-private partnerships and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Participants in the third session addressed technological cooperation between China
and Germany, and session four, a panel discussion, concluded the conference with an outlook on Sino-German
cooperation, identifying common priorities in solid waste
management and exploring areas where the Sino-German
partnership in urban solid waste management can be
strengthened.
This report summarizes the speeches, presentations and
discussions from all conference sessions.
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Mr Wang Zhongjing, Deputy Director of Department of International Finance and
Cooperation, Ministry of Finance, P. R. China

Mr. Li Junyuan, Director of Foreign Loan Division, Foreign Capital Utilization and
Investment Department, National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC),
P. R. China

Dr Frank Rückert, Chargé d’Affaires/Head of Economic Department, Embassy of
the Federal Republic of Germany in Beijing

Ms Ma Rong, Deputy Director General of Department of Resource Conservation
and Environmental Protection, National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC), P. R. China
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“The circular economy has been a key area of relations between China
and Germany, as represented by a joint Memorandum of Understanding
on cooperation in battery recycling and the creation of a joint Sino-
German working group on the matter.”
Ms. Ma Rong, Deputy Director General of Department of Resource Conservation and
Environmental Protection at the National Development and Reform Commission

Exploring Global and Local Solutions
in Urban Solid Waste Management
Welcoming Remarks and Opening Speeches
The conference was opened by five high-level speakers
representing the Chinese and German governments: Mr.
Wang Zhongjing, Deputy Director of the Department of
International Economic and Financial Cooperation at the
Chinese MoF; Mr. Li Junyuan, Director of the Foreign Loan
Division, Foreign Capital Utilization and Investment Department at the NDRC; Dr. Frank Rückert, Head of the Economic Department at the German Embassy in Beijing;
Ms. Gisela Hammerschmidt, Director for Asia at the BMZ;
and finally, Ms. Ma Rong, Deputy Director General of
Department of Resource Conservation and Environmental
Protection at NDRC.
All speakers emphasized the important roles of both China
and Germany in urban solid waste management to fight
climate change and promote environmental protection and
good governance. For the People’s Republic of China, the
pursuit of an “Ecological Civilization” – a vision laid out by

the Chinese leadership – is at the heart of its transition
towards a more sustainable development model. Bilateral
and multi-lateral agreements play a crucial role in achieving
this vision. This is reflected by the long-standing cooperation between BMZ and KfW developed with the P.R. of
China, as well as international commitments, such as China’s
signing of the Paris Agreement.
Since the introduction of the circular economy concept
in 2003, the Chinese government has made significant
advancements in implementing it by closely cooperating
with international partners, peer ministries and regional
governments. Key regulatory acts include the Circular
Economy Promotion Law, the Electrical and Electronic
Equipment Recycling and Treatment Regulation and the
Implementation Program for Extended Producer Respon
sibility. Germany’s experience in these areas provides fertile
ground for expanding Sino-German cooperation. In addition, China hopes that introducing advanced technologies
and German management experience to its domestic
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markets will assist in decoupling resource consumption
from rapid economic growth. Hence, the Chinese government is seeking to expand its bilateral cooperation with
KfW from the current level of around EUR 0.5 billion per
year, focusing on environmentally and climate-friendly
development projects and exploring new areas of interest.
From the perspective of Germany, speakers highlighted
that both Germany and China need to enhance their waste
management systems and move towards a circular economy in order to secure the long-term availability of critical
resources and raw materials. Germany began modernizing
its waste management system more than 50 years ago.
Since 2012, the core elements of the circular economy have
been set out in the Circular Economy Act. Effective waste

management solutions present a significant economic
opportunity that can be exploited by integrated policies and
by fostering cooperation between stakeholders from the
public and private sectors. Over the course of almost three
decades, Germany has developed a thriving multi-billion
Euro waste management industry, thus possessing a wealth
of experience that can support China in implementing
closed-loop systems in cities, municipalities and at the
national scale. To this end, the German government is looking to intensify cooperation with China to facilitate a mutually beneficial shift towards a circular economy. At the same
time, speakers underscored the importance of concerted
global action and multilateral cooperation, such as the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change and the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

“The German government remains fully committed to keep global
warming well below 2°C, pursuing efforts to keep it to 1,5°C. In times
of global turmoil and rising protectionism, maintaining such commitments makes a vital contribution to successfully implementing the
Paris Agreement and sends a positive signal for global cooperation.”
Ms. Gisela Hammerschmidt, Director for Asia at the German Federal Ministry
of Economic Cooperation and Development

Ms Gisela Hammerschmidt, Director for Asia, German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
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Dr Zhang Xuehua, Senior Fellow, Lishui Institute of Ecology and Environment of Nanjing University

Keynote Speech
Continuing economic growth, rapid urbanization and accelerating consumption have led to a steady increase of solid
waste generated in China’s urban and rural areas. Total solid
waste generation in China amounted to 6.3 billion tons
in 2015. The scale of this issue means that the challenges
involved in handling urban waste management are daunting.
These challenges and the potential approaches to tackling
them were the subject of the keynote speech on decentralized
urban waste management in China held by Dr. Zhang Xuehua,
Senior Fellow of the Lishui Institute of Ecology and Environment at Nanjing University.
Given the challenges of urban waste management, Dr. Zhang
argued that local governments need to take full account of
urban-rural differences and regional variations when integrating waste treatment technologies such as incineration,
landfills, composting and bio-methanization, as well as
when strengthening governmental supervision, encouraging
public participation and minimizing the environmental
impact of solutions. The Chinese government has made
important steps in developing the national waste disposal
system through recent national policies as defined in the
13th Five-Year Plan. It has set targets for municipal solid

waste (December 2016) and implementation plans for
garbage separation (March 2017). Yet, many challenges
remain that need to be addressed in a timely and
well-structured manner.
According to Dr. Zhang’s research, there are three key
elements of decentralized municipal solid waste (MSW)
management. First, waste is segregated at the source to
enhance the quality and quantity of recyclable and reusable
waste. Second, long-distance transportation of waste
is avoided in order to increase the economic viability of
handling, treatment and disposal. And third, primary energy
consumption is reduced by treating segregated waste
on-site. Dr. Zhang presented as case studies a city-wide
mandatory waste management program in Bangalore, India,
as well as a community-based composting project in
Chengdu, China, to highlight positive results, factors for
success, and the challenges of decentralized waste management approaches. Based on these experiences, she recommended that policymakers promote sorting waste at the
source, remove the existing weight-based subsidy for waste
disposal, provide financial resources to encourage innovation in and replication of a decentralized MSW management
model, and promote composting and waste treatment at
the point of origin.

“Mandatory waste separation of municipal solid waste at the source, as recently promoted by the
central government, entails a fundamental cognitive shift to recognize that ‘waste is a misplaced
resource’ and is critical for China‘s pursuit of sustainable waste management.”
Dr. Zhang Xuehua, Senior Fellow of the Lishui Institute of Ecology and Environment of Nanjing University
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Prof Wen Zongguo, Professor and Director of Circular Economy Industry Research
Center, Tsinghua University

Dr Gert Morscheck, Associate Professor, Waste and Mass Flow Management,
University of Rostock

Ms Vicky Pollard, First Counsellor – Environment and Climate Change, Delegation
of the European Union to China

Mr Qian Mingyu, Project Director, Integrated Waste Management NAMA,
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
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Challenges and Opportunities
for Using Waste as a Resource
In the first thematic session, four speakers from academia
and public institutions provided a broad perspective on the
challenges and opportunities for using waste as a resource
in China, Germany and the European Union. The speakers
for this session included: Mr. Wen Zongguo, Professor and
Director of the Circular Economy Industry Research Center
at Tsinghua University; Dr. Gert Morscheck, Associate Professor for Waste and Mass Flow Management at the University of Rostock; Ms. Vicky Pollard, First Counsellor for
Environment and Climate Change at the Delegation of the
European Union to China; and Mr. Qian Mingyu, Project
Director of Integrated Waste NAMA at GIZ.
The presentations highlighted the potential of closed-loop
systems for various waste streams, including packaging
materials, waste from electrical and electronic equipment
(WEEE or e-waste), automobiles and lead-acid batteries. In
China, 40% of certain waste materials are to be reused or
recycled by 2020, and the proportion of recycled raw mate-

rials used for production of new goods is to reach 25 % by
2025. In the e-waste segment, recycling rates are growing
faster than for other waste streams. However, collection
and recycling activities remain predominantly in the hands
of the informal sector, which largely relies on crude and
low-tech processing techniques, thus yielding low extraction
rates of precious materials. Hence, promoting sector-wide
formalization is a key prerequisite for establishing effective
waste management systems.
In Europe, the EU Circular Economy Package has set
ambitious new recycling targets for various waste streams.
Together with the adoption of the targets on 18 April 2018,
the EU seeks to implement a wide range of actions that
cover the entire lifecycle of products across five priority sectors, including plastics (and packaging), food waste, critical raw
materials, construction and demolition waste, and finally,
biomass products. In line with its Work Programs for 2017
and 2018, the European Commission has recently prepared
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a comprehensive new set of deliverables, which includes
the prominent "EU Strategy on Plastics in the Circular
Economy". Due to the decision-making structure of the EU,
waste management sectors across EU member states
are characterized by a large degree of heterogeneity. The
German Packaging Ordinance, for instance, sets targets for
2022 which are to be increased in 2025 and again in 2030
following new EU legislation. Despite these targets, waste
generation per capita in Germany ranks among the highest
in the world, thus necessitating a stronger focus on promoting eco-design and decoupling economic growth from
overall waste generation via waste prevention.
The presentations further pointed out that China had
recently implemented far-reaching import restrictions for
different types of waste. In 2016, about 767,000 tons of
plastic waste were exported from Germany to China, representing about 25 % of Germany’s total plastic waste. The
need for functioning domestic markets for secondary raw
materials was thus highlighted in order to promote the use
of waste as a resource and transition from waste incineration to closed-loop material flow management. Such developments are closely linked to climate change policies and
can contribute to the fulfillment of countries’ Nationally

Determined Contributions (NDCs). China was mentioned as
a prominent example: given that the country’s waste sector
generates 158 million tons of CO2eq emissions per year and
that the Chinese government is committed to peak GHG
emissions by 2030, implementing integrated policy frameworks for solid waste management is necessary in order to
reduce CO2 to 60-65 % of 1990 levels.
The moderated panel discussion speakers stressed the
importance of understanding the complex, long-term and
systematic characteristics of waste management systems.
E-waste, as one of the fastest-growing global waste streams,
represents a huge economic potential that can be exploited
by improving collection systems and investing in domestic
recycling industries. Yet, the panelists underscored the importance of consumer choices, which can make substantial contributions to lowering raw material consumption and waste
generation. In conclusion, the panelists agreed that there is
a clear need to move away from the end-of-pipe paradigm
towards a circular economy that is more holistic by design.
This process cannot rely on single policy measures (e.g. landfill bans or a taxation system) but must instead address both
the consumption and production sides by increasing awareness and harnessing the power of the private sector.

"It is projected that in 2030, the amount of four key metals (aluminum, tin,
cobalt and rare earth metals) in waste electrical and electronic equipment
(WEEE) will reach 1.6 million tonnes. Based on 2017 metal prices, the
estimated recovery value in China will increase from approximately
USD 1.3 billion in 2014 to USD 4.4 billion in 2030.”
Mr. Wen Zongguo, Professor and Director of the Circular Economy Industry Research Center
at Tsinghua University
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“By the end of March 2018, a total of 7,420 PPP projects with a combined investment volume of RMB 11.5 billion were registered in China.
A total of 150 of these projects are being implemented in the waste
sector, representing investments of RMB 566 million.”
Mr. Xia Yingzhe, Director of Department of Promotion and Development,
China Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) Center

Strengthening the Role of the Private
Sector in Waste Management
Discussing the role of the private sector in solid waste
management, the second thematic session featured the
following speakers: Mr. Xia Yingzhe, Director of the Department of Promotion and Development, China Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP) Center; Mr. Herbert Heinz, Head of Business Development at Rhein-Main Deponie (RMD) GmbH;
Mr. Michael Gibler, Head of International Sales at Systalen
Germany (a company of Der Grüne Punkt – Duales System
Deutschland); and Mr. Jude Chow, Chairman of the Hong
Kong Waste Management Association and Group Managing
Director of Associated Engineers, Limited (AEL).
Over the preceding years, the Chinese government has
increasingly promoted the involvement of privately owned
companies by implementing Public Private Partnerships
(PPPs) in the waste management sector. At its core, China’s
PPP concept seeks to ensure full competition and equal
cooperation. It follows a full life-cycle management approach

with performance-oriented payments, is marked by openness and transparency, and promotes risk-sharing between
public and private stakeholders. The government of China
has launched initiatives to streamline and implement PPPs
as part of its infrastructure development reforms, which
also cover the national waste management system.
Due to Germany’s long-standing tradition of collaboration
between public and private stakeholders, the country has
gathered a breadth of experience implementing PPPs, with
many positive case studies and best practice examples. One
such example is Rhein-Main Deponie (RMD) GmbH, a stateof-the-art landfill park. It is embedded in a cluster of public-
private entities in the waste management sector, represented by Main-Taunus-Recycling (MTR) and Rhein-Main
Deponienachsorge (RMN). The cluster is characterized by
complex interactions between public and private stakeholders that synergize the strengths of both worlds:
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whereas private stakeholders exhibit a high degree of
market orientation, have lean management processes and
can allocate financial and human resources flexibly, public
stakeholders can ensure that legal frameworks are properly
enforced and permits are granted in exchange for evidence
of compliance. As such, the effectiveness of PPPs largely
depends on the design and fair implementation of contractual linkages between private and public entities for provision of waste management services.
Another prominent example of the capabilities of the private
sector in providing waste management solutions is the
Green Dot trademark operated by Der Grüne Punkt –
Duales System Deutschland (DSD). DSD is Germany’s leading
provider of packaging waste collection and compliance
management under German packaging law. Following the
principle of EPR, packaging producers in Germany have
legal obligations for the end-of-life management of their
products. Since the introduction of EPR for packaging in the
1990s, it has boosted the creation of a prosperous waste
and recycling industry. Through its company Systalen, DSD
offers premium recyclates as secondary raw materials for
shelf-to-shelf recycling. The materials represent a highly
cost-effective way to avoid CO2 emissions: Systalen’s recyclates induce abatement costs of approximately 20 EUR/ton,
compared to an average of about 80 EUR/ton for the use of
renewable energies.
In China, EPR schemes are receiving increasing attention
and are being gradually rolled out in various regions of the
country. One such example is the city of Hong Kong. With
approximately 1.36 kg of MSW per capita every day, it ranks
among the cities that generate the most municipal solid

waste (MSW) in China. In response, the city has developed a
Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources, which sets an
ambitious MSW reduction target of 0.8 kg per capita per day
by 2022, as well as targets for recycling (55 %), incineration
(23 %) and landfilling (22 %). EPR schemes play a vital role
in achieving these targets and have been applied to plastic
shopping bags, electronic waste and glass beverage containers, among other products.
The panel discussion then addressed the cost effectiveness
of private sector solutions for managing MSW. The discussants agreed that charges raised through EPR systems are
comparatively low considering the immediate effects on the
environment. Yet in order to achieve tangible results, the
government also needs to involve the public and implement
large-scale awareness-raising measures. In addition, both
the importance of product design and the use of high-quality
materials were highlighted: “design for recycling” can foster
the creation of closed-loop systems, while using high-grade
materials enables companies to cut operational costs and
reduce maintenance downtime in the production process.
However, central challenges in the transition towards a
circular economy via private sector engagement are the
creation of functioning markets for recycled products and
reforms in the financing and taxation system to encourage
the use of resource-efficient products. Overall, the panelists
agreed that both raising awareness about the use of recycled
products and components and effective marketing are
crucial to fostering their widespread adoption across international markets. Looking at the implementation of PPPs,
the panelists underscored the need to set framework conditions that promote optimal resource allocation throughout
the entire lifecycle of waste management facilities.

“EPR has shown excellent results for plastic shopping bags: a charge of
0.5 Hong Kong Dollars saves about one billion bags annually.”
Mr. Jude Chow, Chairman of the Hong Kong Waste Management Association and Group
Managing Director of Associated Engineers, Limited (AEL)
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Dr Feng Xiangpeng, Director of Solid Waste Management Division, Beijing Municipal Commission of City Management

Technology Cooperation for Recycling
and Waste-to-Energy Solutions
The third thematic session addressed the role of technological
cooperation in the field of recycling and waste-to-energy
solutions. The session provided a floor to four prominent
speakers from Germany and China, namely: Mr. Feng
Xiangpeng, Director of the Solid Waste Management Division
of the Beijing Municipal Commission of City Management;
Mr. Rolf Kaufmann, Head of Public Affairs of EEW Energy
from Waste GmbH and Deputy Chairman of the German
Confederation of Thermal Waste Treatment Plants (ITAD);
Mr. Nigel Mattravers, Director & General Manager of ALBA
Integrated Waste Solutions (Hong Kong) Limited; and Mr.
Chen Jiangqiang, Chairman and General Manager of Guangdong New Co-Op Tianbao Group.

By introducing restrictions on the import of solid waste in
January 2018, the Chinese government is seeking to drastically reduce the influx of mixed waste from foreign countries,
which is often characterized by impurities and limited
recyclability. While international trade in waste with China
is decreasing, technological cooperation between Germany
and China is becoming increasingly important. There were
a total of 26 domestic waste treatment facilities in Beijing
as of the end of 2017. The Beijing government has set up a
top-level policy framework to promote the development of
demonstration areas covering 323 sub-districts (towns and
townships). Technological cooperation between China and
Germany was mentioned to be highly important in this
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c ontext, as it can further support community-level implementation of waste collection and recycling systems. In
fact, Chinese investors – including state-owned and municipal enterprises – are looking to the European and especially
the German market for knowledge and technology transfer
opportunities.
Highlighting the long track-record of success in the Sino-
German relationship, the session also provided a stage for
three prominent real life examples of this cooperation. As a
first example, Germany’s leading company for sustainable
thermal waste recovery, EEW Energy from Waste GmbH,
was acquired by the Beijing Holding Enterprises Ltd. (BEHL)
in March 2016. In order to enhance cooperation between
the two countries, EEW carries out expert-level workshops
that introduce Chinese colleagues to German technology
and show how incineration plants are operated effectively.
In addition, EEW supports BEHL with due diligence for
new-build projects, and the two companies are currently
jointly planning a new energy-from-waste plant designed to
European standards in Beihai (a coastal city in southeastern
China). The plant will have the capacity to process 450,000
tons of waste annually (including household, commercial,
and street-cleaning waste from the city).
The second example, ALBA Integrated Waste Solutions
(Hong Kong) Limited, provided another prominent case
study in successful Sino-German technological cooperation
in the waste management sector. Founded in 1968, ALBA
Group is a leading international recycling company with its
headquarters in Germany. In March 2015, the Government
of Hong Kong announced that it was awarding a WEEE
project to ALBA IWS, a joint venture between ALBA Group
in Asia and a local waste management expert, Integrated
Waste Solutions (Hong Kong) Limited. ALBA IWS started
to develop the first WEEE treatment facility, now known as

WEEE·PARK. WEEE·PARK is a state-of-the-art facility
located on a 3-hectare site in EcoPark, Tuen Mun. The
WEEE·PARK has adopted German advanced technologies
to turn air conditioners, refrigerators, washing machines,
televisions and computer products into valuable secondary
raw materials, while exercising stringent control over
hazardous components contained in WEEE. There are
four processing lines in the facility, which is designed to
treat 30,000 tons of WEEE annually, with the potential to
increase the capacity to 57,000 tons annually by extending
operating hours as needed.
The third case study was the Guangdong New Co-Op Tianbao
Group. In 2016, the company ranked number 5 on the
National Renewable Resources Industry Top 100 List, with
total resource recovery of over 2.8 million tons that year.
It has built several sorting and processing centers in South
China and set up a large-scale recycled plastic recycling
base featuring “zone-based management” of post-consumer plastics in Jiangmen City, the first of its kind in
Guangdong Province. The upgrade and reconstruction of
the base is a renewable resource and environmental protection project of the China Climate and Energy Agreement as
part of Sino-German governmental cooperation. The project has a total investment of RMB 523 million, of which
EUR 40 million (about 300 million RMB) are a German
government loan provided by KfW. It is designed for the
primary processing of 300,000 tons and deep processing of
100,000 tons, along with the development of a national key
laboratory, a transaction center and other environmental
protection support facilities. It is expected to take a leading
and demonstration role in the green development of solid
waste in China and will spearhead industrial transformation
and upgrades, reduce secondary pollution caused by garbage burying and burning, reduce carbon emissions, and
save energy.

“The inauguration of the WEEE·Park signifies the Hong Kong Government’s
commitment towards sustainable use of resources and provides an essential
piece of infrastructure to ensure proper recycling and disposal of regulated
electrical and electronic equipment.”
Mr. Nigel Mattravers, Director & General Manager of ALBA Integrated Waste Solutions
(Hong Kong) Limited
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The case studies again highlighted the existing experience
and huge potential of Sino-German cooperation on sustainable waste management. During the follow-up discussion
with the audience, the panel members also emphasized that
the realization of such cooperation would require policy
support from the government to boost investor confidence
and raise stakeholder awareness. At the level of local govern-

ments, municipal cross-department coordination, detailed
guidance and technical standards for policy implementation
and proper monitoring and evaluation processes are all key
success criteria. The panelists also pointed to the new
market opportunities provided by the restriction of waste
imports to China leading to enhanced domestic waste
collection and processing capacities.

Mr Nigel Mattravers, Director & General Manager, ALBA Integrated Waste
Solutions (Hong Kong) Limited

Mr Chen Jiangqiang, Chairman and General Manager, Guangdong New Co-op
Tianbao Renewable Resources Group Co., Ltd.

Mr Rolf Kaufmann, Head of Public Affairs, EEW Energy from Waste GmbH,
Germany / Deputy Chairman of the German Confederation of Thermal Waste
Treatment Plants Germany (ITAD)

Mr Alexander Carius, Managing Director, adelphi
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From left to right: Dr Xu Wenlong, Deputy General Manager, China Construction Technology Co., Ltd.; Dr Christine Heimburger, Director of the East Asia and Pacific
Department, KfW Development Bank; Mr Rolf Kaufmann, Head of Public Affairs, EEW Energy from Waste GmbH, Germany / Deputy Chairman of the German
Confederation of Thermal Waste Treatment Plants Germany (ITAD); Dr Li Rugang, Beijing Municipal Commission of City Management; Mr Ralf Becker, First Secretary,
Environment, Climate and Urbanisation, Economic Department, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Beijing; Mr Alexander Carius, Managing Director, adelphi

Towards Stronger Sino-German
Cooperation in Urban Solid Waste
Management
Reflecting on the detailed case studies and insights
presented throughout the conference, the final session
took a broader perspective and explored the possibilities
of future Sino-German cooperation. Panelists included
Dr. Xu Wenlong, Deputy General Manager of China Construction Technology Co., Ltd.; Mr. Rolf Kaufmann, EEW
and ITAD; Dr. Christine Heimburger, Director of the East
Asia and Pacific Department of KfW Development Bank;
Mr. Ralf Becker, First Secretary, Environment, Climate and
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Urbanization, Economic Department at the Embassy of the
Federal Republic of Germany, Beijing; and Dr. Li Rugang,
Deputy Director of the Beijing Municipal Commission of
City Management.
The speakers reaffirmed the importance of Sino-German
cooperation on urban solid waste management in jointly
transitioning to a green and sustainable society. They recognized that both countries have made important progress

and have recently accelerated their domestic efforts, while
adding that learning from Germany’s experience since the
1990s has been crucial. This could be facilitated through
further policy dialogues. More opportunities for cooperation also exist in the areas of technological cooperation,
joint R&D efforts, and financial support. Panelists also
agreed on the importance of changing consumer behavior,
alongside technical solutions for utilizing urban waste.
The panelists shared the view that awareness-raising and
a cultural shift to more sustainable lifestyles are urgently
needed.
To conclude the Dialogue Forum, Dr. Wolfram Erhardt, the
China Country Director of KfW, expressed his thanks and
shared his four personal take-away messages from the
conference. First, the management of urban solid waste
is of great importance because of its socio-environmental
implications. Second, waste is an important resource and
should be utilized as such via the 3R principle (reuse,
reduce, recycle). Third, the public and private sectors need
to act in a concerted fashion to capitalize on the benefits of
the circular economy, and appropriate frameworks for such
partnerships need to be established. Finally, establishing
functioning waste management systems requires cooperation at various levels of governance, both nationally and
internationally. Cooperation between central and local
governments ensures that policies are implemented and
national targets are met. Internationally, Sino-German
cooperation offers an excellent example and has great
potential to accelerate and strengthen the transition to
a circular economy.

Dr Wolfram Erhardt, Director, KfW Office Beijing

“Looking at today’s discussions, I am very happy to see that China and
Germany have started to implement a wide range of solutions in urban
solid waste management. The KfW Development Bank is looking forward to providing technical and financial support and strengthening
Sino-German cooperation in this field.”
Dr. Christine Heimburger, Director of the East Asia and Pacific Department of
KfW Development Bank
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